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1. The Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development held its meeting
on 26-27July 2016 in Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Delegations from
15APA Member Parliamentsparticipated in the meetingincluding Afghanistan,
Bahrain, Bhutan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Iran, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Maldives,
Pakistan, Russia, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Turkey. Five members participated in the
capacity of Embassy (China, Iraq, DPR Korea, Kyrgyz Republic, Palestine and
Yemen). List of participants is attached as Annex I
2. In inaugural session, Mr. Amjad Parvez, Secretary of Senate, H.E. Dr. Ali Khorram,
Deputy Secretary General of APA on Economic and Sustainable Development,
Honourable Senator Chhit Kim Yeat, Representative of APA President, Honorable
Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker of National Assembly of Pakistan and H.E. Mian Reza Rabbani,
Chairman of Senate of Pakistan made statements and remarks.
3. H.E. Mian Reza Rabbani, Chairman of Senate of Pakistan opened the meeting by
welcoming the participants and gave a proposal to the APA Secretariat and Member
Parliaments for consideration: The idea is to form 5 sub-regional-groups within APA
including South Asia, South-East Asia, East Asia, Central Asia and Middle East.
Member Parliaments may be classified under these APA sub-groups to explore and
contemplate on the structure of the proposed Asian Parliament. The sub-groups shall
meet on the sidelines of the 4 Standing Committees and 2 Executive Council
Meetings of the APA during the year, in addition to their own regular meetings. The
Sub-groups, within its membership, shall elect/appoint its representative to coordinate
its meetings and agenda.
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The Agenda of the meetings of the sub-regional-groups may include discussion about
the objectives and the detailed procedures involved, in establishing Asian Parliament,
as per their national legislation. Meetings would also ponder on the modalities and
ingredients of the proposed Asian Parliament, defining its power, whether advisory or
legislative, and its mode of election.
4. Remarks of the opening session and full proposal are attached as Annex II.
5. The meeting started by adopting the agenda and working program drafted by APA
Secretariat as attached in Annex III. Then H.E Senator Zafar-al-Hagh from Pakistan
was elected as Chairperson of the Meeting, Hon. Mr. Tayseer Radwan Al-Smadi from
Jordan was elected as Vice Chairperson, and Hon. Mr. Abdulla Yamin from Maldives
was elected as Rapporteur.
6. The list of documents before the Meeting included:
a.

SC-Economic/Res/2016/0516 of 27 July 2016, on Financial Affairs: Ensuring
Efforts for Economic Growth

b.

SC-Economic/Res/2016/18 of 27July 2016, on the Role of APA Parliaments to
adopt Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals

c.

SC-Economic/Res/2016/14 of 27July 2016, on Asian Integrated Energy Market.

d.

SC-Economic/Res/2016/15 of 27July 2016, on Environmental Issues,

e.

SC-Economic/Res/2016/17 of 27July 2016, on Poverty Eradication.

7. The Heads of Delegation to the Meeting of APA Standing Committee on Economic
and Sustainable Development were given time to deliver general statements. The texts
of available general statements are attached as Annex IV.
8. H.E. Dr. Ali Khorram, APA Deputy-Secretary General on Economic and Sustainable
Development Standing Committee presented reports of APA Secretary General on
Integrated Energy Market in Asia; Alleviating Poverty in Asia; Environmental Issues,
Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth
The full reports are attached as Annex V.
9. The Standing Committee considered the text of each draft resolution one by one, and
made minor alterations to them. It was unanimously decided to recommend the Draft
Resolutions to the APA Executive Council Meeting of 2016 to be forwarded to the
APA plenary for final consideration and adoption.
The full text of Resolutions is attached to this Report as Annex VI.
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10. The Senate of Pakistan proposed the issue of "Water and Sanitation in Asia for all" to
be considered as a new item in the agenda of the Standing Committee which was
welcomed. In this respect a draft resolution presented to the meeting and after
elaboration by the participants forwarded to the plenary for adoption.
11. The 9th APA Assembly will be held in December 2016 and the Executive Council in
September of 2016in Cambodia. The Cambodian Delegation extended their invitation
for all Delegates to participate in these Meetings.
12. The Hon. Head of Turkish delegation announced the tentative availability of the
Grand National Assembly of Turkey to assume the presidency of APA for 2018-2019
(which will start from 10th APA plenary).
13. The distinguished heads of delegations of Sri Lanka and Bhutan expressed their
willing to offer hosting of one of APA Standing Committees in 2017.
14. The APA Deputy Secretary-General on Standing Committee expressed his
appreciation to the Senate of Pakistan for excellent organization of the Meeting and
the hospitality extended to all participants. High appreciation also goes to the staff of
local secretariat and interpreters for their outstanding and effective contribution to the
Meeting.
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Annex I

List of Participants
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List of Participants in the APA Standing Committee on Economic
and Sustainable Development,
Islamabad, 26 – 27 July, 2016
S.No

Country/organization

Name of Delegates

1.

Afghanistan (Lower
House / Wolesi Jirga)

1. Mr. Ameer Mohammad Yar, MP
2. Mr. Mirwais Yasini, MP
3. Mrs. Ruqia Naiel, MP
4. Mr. Abdul Majid Wardak, MP
5. Ms. Samiullah Hussaini, Director of IPU

2.

Bahrain

1. Mr. Abbas Almadhi, MP, HOD.
2. Mr. Fuad Alhajee, MP
3. Mr. Ahmed Qarata, MP
4. Mr. Mohamed Alkhozaie, MP
5. Mr. Ghazi Ali – Director of Parliamentary Group at
Council of Representatives
6. Mr. Yusuf Marhoon – Director of Media and
Relations at Shura Council

3.

Bhutan

1. Mr. Jigme Zangpo, SPEAKER, HOD.
2. Ms. Sonam Choki, Secretary Committee

4.

Cambodia

5.

Indonesia

6.

Iran

1- Mr. CHHIT Kim Yeat , Senator, Head of Delegation
2- Mr. NHEM Thavy, Member of Parliament,
3- Mr. SRUN Dara, Deputy-Secretary General
4- Mr. KHLANG Oudam, Deputy-Director of I.R,
Department
5- Mr. HOK Bunly, Chief of Multilateral Relations
Office
6- Mr. SAN Sokhom
Chief of the Secretariat to Com.
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1. Hon. Mr. Tjatur Sapto Edy, HOD, MP
2. Hon. Mr. Hamdhani, MP
3. Ms. Hilda Kurnia Ningsih (Secretary Delegation)
4. Ms. Maria Renata
5. Ms. Panea Hendarto
1. Mr. Mohammad Hossein Hosseinzadeh Bhreini, MP
2. Mrs. Seyedah Fatemeh Zolqaddar, MP
3. Mr. Hossein Shekhol Islam, Advisor to Speaker

7.

Jordan

1. Dr. Tayseer Alsmadi, ,MP, HOD
2. Dr. Abdalla Bashir, MP.
3. Mr. Nabil Alhisah, Secretary to the Delegation

8.

Kuwait

1. Mr. Hmood Alhamdan, MP, HOD
2. Dr. Khalil Abdullah, MP.
3. Mr. Bader Aljuma, Head of Section
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9.

Lebanon

1. Mr. Hassan FadlAllah, Deputy, HOD
2. Dr. Kassem Hachem, Deputy

10.

Maldives

1. Hon .Abdulla Yamin, MP
2. Hon. Mohamed Ismail, MP

11.

Pakistan

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

12.

Russia

1. Mr. Mikhail Emelianov, MP, HOD
2. Ms. Yulia Guskova, Advisor

13.

Sri Lanka

1. Mr. Mohamed Navavi Mohamed Haniffa, MP
2. Mr. Mylvaganam Thilakarajah, MP

14.

Thailand

15.

Turkey

1. Hon. Gen. Utis Sunthorn, MP
2. Mr. Panya Kotthen, Foreign Relations Officer
3. Mrs. Phinissorn Sikkhabandit, Foreign Relations
Officer.
4. Mr. Suchart Liensaengthong,
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Thailand to Pakistan.
5. Hon. Gen Nipat Thonglek, MP
6. Mrs. Ratanavadee Thonglek, Accompanying Person of
HOD
1. Mr. Burhan Kayaturk, HOD
2. Mrs. Kadriye Kayaturk
3. Ms. Baris Karadeniz, MP
4. Ms. Murat Hasturk, Staff

16.

DPR Korea/ Embassy
in Islamabad

1. Mr. Kim Thae Sop, HOD, Ambassador of DPR Korea
to Pakistan
2. Mr. Kim Chong Il, Deputy Head of
Mission.

17.

Vietnam/ Embassy in
Islamabad

1. Ms. Nguyen Xuan Luu, Vietnam Ambassador to
Pakistan

18.

Palestine/ Embassy in
Islamabad

1. Mr. Walid A. M. Abu Ali, Ambassador of Palestine to
Pakistan

19.

Kyrgyz Republic/

1. Mr. Esen Aksamaev, First Secretary of Embassy

Senator Raja Muhammad Zafar ul Haq
Senator Sherry Rehman
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
Mr. Ghazi Gulab Jamal, Member National Assembly
Ms. Arifa Khalid Pervaiz, Member National
Assembly
6. Mr. Asad Qaiser, Speaker, Khyber Pakhtun Khwa
Assembly
7. Rana Muhammad Iqbal Khan, Speaker, Punjab
Assembly

6

20.

21.
22.
23.

Embassy in Islamabad 2. Mr. Mars Kamalov, Second Secretary of the Embassy
China/ Embassy in
1. Mr. Sun Weidong, Ambassador, HOD
Islamabad
2. Mr. He Liu, Attache
3.Mr. Ming Hong
Yemen/ Embassy in
1. Mr. Ahmed Kaid A. Al Odaini, Charge d” Affairs
Islamabad
Iraq/ Embassy in
1.Mr. Waad Sami Al-Qaisi, Chief of Protocol
Islamabad
APA Secretariat
1. Mr. Ali Khorram, Deputy Secretary-General
2. Mr. Bijan Moshirvaziri , Deputy Secretary-General
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Annex III

Agenda and Working
Program of the Meeting
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Standing Committee Meeting on Economic
and Sustainable Development

26-27 July 2016
Agenda
1–
2–
34–

Adoption of the Agenda
Election of the Bureau
Opening remarks by the Chairperson
Report of the APA Secretary-General presented by H.E. Dr. Ali Khorram,
Deputy Secretary-General
5 - Consideration and recommendations on the Draft Resolutions:
•
Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for
Economic Growth
•
Draft Resolution on The Role of APA Parliaments to Adopt
Legislation in Supporting the Implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals
•
Draft Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia,
•
Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues
•
Draft Resolution on Poverty Eradication in Asia
6 - Any Other Matters
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ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY (APA)
Meeting of the Standing Committee on
Economic and Sustainable Development
26 – 27 July, 2016
Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WORKING PROGRAM
Monday, 25 July 2016
All Day

Arrival of Delegates

(Proceed to Serena Hotel)

19.00 hrs

Quiet dinner arranged by the Senate of Pakistan
Venue: Sheesh Mahal Hall, Serena Hotel

Tuesday, 26 July 2016
07.00 – 08.30 hrs

Breakfast at Zamana Restuarent (Ground Floor)

09:00 – 10:00

Inaugural Ceremony:
Venue: Sheesh Mahal Hall, Serena Hotel
- National Anthem of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
- Recitation from the Holy Quran
- Welcome remarks by Mr. Amjed Pervez, Secretary General,
Senate of Pakistan
- Remarks by H.E. Dr. Ali Khorram, Deputy Secretary
General APA
on Economic and Sustainable Development
- Opening Remarks by Honorable Mr. Chhit Kim Yeat,
Representative
of APA President
- Remarks by the Guest of Honor, Honorable Mr. Ayaz Sadiq,
Speaker, National Assembly of Pakistan
Opening Address by Honorable Mian Raza Rabbani,
Chairman Senate of Pakistan
Photo Session

10:00 – 10:30

Coffee Break
Standing Committee Meeting
Venue: Shamadaan Hall, Serena Hotel

10.30 – 11.00

- Adoption of the Agenda
- Election of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Rapporteur
of Standing Committee Meeting
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- Remarks by Chairperson
11:00 – 12:30

General debate and speeches by Heads of delegation

12:30 – 14:30

Lunch

14:30 – 16:00

Presentation & discussion of APA Secretary General Report
on implementation of the present Resolutions and
consideration of any proposals to be presented by Member
Parliaments
-

Venue: Sheesh Mahal Hall, Serena Hotel

Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for Economic Growth
The Role of APA Parliaments to Adopt Legislation in
Supporting
the
Implementation
of
Sustainable
Development Goals

16:00 hrs

End of Day 1

16:00 – 18:00

Sight-seeing tour of Islamabad
(Islamabad Monument, Lok Virsa Museum and visit to Damane-Koh)

20:00 hrs

Dinner to be hosted by H.E. Mr. Ayaz Sadiq, Speaker, National
Assembly of Pakistan
(Venue: Sheesh Mahal Hall, Serena Hotel)

Wednesday, 27 July 2016
07.00 – 08.30 hrs

Breakfast

09:00 – 10:30

Continuation of Presentation & discussion on Draft Resolutions
- Asian Integrated Energy Market
- Environmental Issues

10:30 – 10:45

Coffee break

10:45 – 12:30

Continuation of Presentation & discussion on Draft Resolution
- Poverty Eradication

12:30 – 14:30

Lunch

14:30 – 16.00

Preparation of Report by the APA Secretariat

16:00 – 17:00

Adoption of the final report of the Standing Committee Meeting

17:00 hrs

Visit to Parliament House and witness proceedings of the
Senate session
End of Day 2
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20.00

Farewell Dinner to be hosted by Honorable Mian Raza
Rabbani, Chairman Senate of Pakistan
Venue: Sheesh Mahal Hall, Serena Hotel

Thursday, 28 July 2016
All Day

Departure of Delegates
**********
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Report
of the Secretary-General
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Report of the Secretary-General

APA Standing Committee
on Economic & Sustainable Development
SG/Rep/2016/03
Islamabad, Pakistan
26 -27 July 2016
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Background
The APA Plenary at its Eight Session in Phnom Penh decided, by its resolutions on the APA
Economic & Sustainable Development Standing Committee, contained in Documents APA
Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia (APA/Res/2015/05); APA Resolution on
Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and Planting Billions of Trees
throughout Asia (APA/Res/2015/07) and APA Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia
(APA/Res/2015/08), the following:
Decide to promote the establishment of a regional cooperative relationship between West
Asia and East & South Asia, aiming ultimately at a harmonized cooperation to achieve a
sustainable Asian Integrated Energy Market in the continent;
Urge the Asian Parliaments to collectively address the challenges of macroeconomic
instability including the establishment of a current global financial architecture and its
elements;
Request the APA Member Parliaments to prevent climate change through appropriate
legislations and active, systematic, identifiable measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions;
Call on APA Member Parliaments to participate actively in the achievement of SDGs and
urge Member Parliaments to encourage their governments to facilitate adoption of pro-poor
economic growth policy;

1. Integrated Energy Market in Asia
The Possibility of a Regional Energy Cooperation in Asia
Energy demand in Asia is projected to grow by 4.8% a year for the next 20 years. Urban
population nearly doubles from 1.6 billion to 3.1 billion by 2050. Asia is projected to surpass
the OECD before 2030 to become the world’s largest energy consuming block.
Asian countries own over 62% of world’s crude oil resources and 54% of world’s natural gas
resources. This region also possesses 26% of world’s coal resources.
Persian Gulf countries, by having 56.6% of world’s oil resources (about 754 billion barrels)
and 40.6% of world’s natural gas resources (about 76 trillion m3); claim an especially
important geopolitical, geo-economic, and geostrategic position.
Asian countries produce over 42% of world’s oil, 37% of which can be attributed to Middle
East countries, china and Kazakhstan. The Asian countries also produce 31% of world natural
gas, 18.5% of which can be attributed to Iran, Qatar, China, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
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Asia produces 59% of world’s coal, 53% of which can be attributed to China, India,
Indonesia and Kazakhstan.
On the other hand, Asia with an area of 30% of earth’s dry land contains 4.2 billion people.
China, India, Indonesia, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Japan, are world’s most populated
countries and are in Asia.
The presence of countries such as Japan, South Korea and developing countries such as
China and India in Asia, mean an increasing need for energy in this continent.
In 2010, 45% of Asia’s energy needs were supplied by coal, China and India the largest users
of this energy source.
Oil and gas also supplied 31% and 17%, respectively, of Asia’s energy needs; other energy
forms supplied 7% of the needs.
Currently, Asian countries consume 38.7% of world’s oil, 19% of which is consumed by
China, India and Japan. These countries also consume 65% of world’s coal, 54.5 of which
can be attributed to China and India.

Conclusion: Asian countries are both main producers and consumers of energy. Therefore
AIEM already exists in Asia to some extent.

Net Fossil Fuel Imports/Exports in Asia
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Mtoe = million tons of oil equivalent

Source: ADB, 2013

Electricity Demand in Asia

Carbon Dioxide Emissions in Asia (1990–2035)
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Mt CO2 = million tons of carbon dioxide

Source: ADB 2013

2. Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change,
and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia
Climate change is closely related to the rise of the global economy since the industrial
revolution. As scientific evidence shows, the increased concentration of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere is attributable to human activities since WWII, leading to global warming, rising
sea levels, and more frequent occurrences of extreme weather. Scientists warned that
immediate action must be taken by the international community if we are to stop the globe
from warming more than 2oC above pre-industrial levels and avoid catastrophic ecological
consequences. In this respect, Asia is gradually become the main consumer of the energy in
the world. It means APA should be more concerned about the environmental impact of
energy consumption. The negative and irreversible consequences of global warming on Asia
should come into serious attention of Asian Parliaments. Any improvement in energy
efficiency will have significant effect on mitigating the environmental impact of the use of
fossil fuels in Asia. Energy conservation has positive impact in different economic fields and
areas specially on global warming.
The 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference, COP 21 was held in Paris, France,
from 30 November to 12 December 2015. It was the 21st yearly session of the Conference of
the Parties (COP) to the 1992 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) and the 11th session of the Meeting of the Parties to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.
The conference negotiated the Paris Agreement, a global agreement on the reduction of
climate change, the text of which represented a consensus of the representatives of the 196
parties attending it. The agreement will become legally binding if joined by at least 55
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countries which together represent at least 55 percent of global greenhouse emissions. On 22
April 2016 (Earth Day), 174 countries signed the agreement in New York, and began
adopting it within their own legal systems (through ratification, acceptance, approval, or
accession).
According to the organizing committee at the outset of the talks, the expected key result was
an agreement to set a goal of limiting global warming to less than 2 degrees Celsius (°C)
compared to pre-industrial levels. The agreement calls for zero net anthropogenic greenhouse
gas emissions to be reached during the second half of the 21st century. In the adopted version
of the Paris Agreement, the parties will also "pursue efforts to" limit the temperature increase
to 1.5 °C. The 1.5 °C goal will require zero emissions sometime between 2030 and 2050,
according to some scientists.

3. Poverty Eradication
Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest
global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development. The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development resolves to free the human race from the tyranny of
poverty and to heal and secure our planet.
The first Sustainable Development Goal aims to “End poverty in all its forms everywhere”.
Its seven associated targets aims, among others, to eradicate extreme poverty for all people
everywhere, reduce at least by half the proportion of men, women and children of all ages
living in poverty, and implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and
measures for all, including floors, and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and
the vulnerable
In "The Future We Want", the outcome document of Rio+20, Member States emphasized the
need to accord the highest priority to poverty eradication within the United Nations
development agenda, addressing the root causes and challenges of poverty through
integrated, coordinated and coherent strategies at all level.
Poverty eradication is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an
indispensable requirement for sustainable development. The Rio+20 outcomes reiterated the
commitment to freeing humanity from poverty and hunger as a matter of urgency.
Poverty eradication, changing unsustainable and promoting sustainable patterns of
consumption and production and protecting and managing the natural resource base of
economic and social development are the overarching objectives of and essential
requirements for sustainable development.
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4. Financial Affairs: Ensuring efforts for Economic Growth
Since 2008, the Asian governments have been forced by the turbulent and inhospitable global
economic environment to navigate their economies through the most severe and sustained
global economic crisis in our history. In response, Asian Governments mostly rolled out a
short-term development strategy to achieve economic stabilization, adjustment and growth.
To the extent that any real growth prospects were dependent on the upturn in the global
economy, the protracted nature of the global downturn led to the postponement of any
significant real growth. Asian governments were however successful in keeping their
economies stable by maintaining a comfortable level of foreign exchange reserves, securing
jobs and maintaining a comfortable social safety net. This development strategy recognizes,
as a point of departure, the need and urgency to jumpstart and sustain private sector and
investment led, productivity and export driven growth based on an environmentally green and
socially sustainable and equitable economy while radically adjusting and reforming the Asian
economy. While seeking to broadly achieve sustainable growth and development, the
framework took implicit and explicit cognizance of the need to ensure environmentally
efficient resource use in the context of a green economy in Asia. The main efforts were based
on the returning the Asian economy to a sustainable growth rate of 3 to 4 per cent while
maintaining macroeconomic stability; facilitating broad based adjustments and reforms in the
Asian economy; enhancing social and human development and; enhancing energy and
environmental sustainability in the context of the green economy. This growth must be
managed in a way that was environmentally and fiscally sustainable, would generate
employment opportunities (labor intensive growth) and would ensure that the fruits of
economic growth contribute to poverty alleviation in an equitable manner.
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Annex VI

Text of Draft Resolutions
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly

SC-Economic/Draft Res/2016/14
27 July 2016

Draft Resolution on
Asian Integrated Energy Market
Resolution 201614

Page 1 of 2

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia (APA/Res/2015/05) adopted
at the 8 th APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA.
Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on the Asian Integrated Energy Market
(AIEM), to the meeting of the Energy Sub-Committee held in Islamabad, Pakistan, on 27
July 2016;
Considering the role of energy market integration between West and East Asia that will be
even more important in the future due to high rate of energy consumption in the East and
South of Asia.
Concerning about the political turbulence in the West Asia in recent years as a real obstacle
for the realization of Asian Integrated Energy Market;
Recognizing that “Integrated Asian Energy Market” can help the Asian countries to
maximize the interests of both producers and consumers and minimize the risks and costs of
energy in Asia;
Welcoming the strong support of North-East, East and South-East Asia for “Integrated Asian
Energy Market”
Emphasizing the need to develop multilateral co-operation among Asian countries and the
work of APA to develop an Integrated Energy Market in Asia as efforts to provide a
sustainable, green and clean energy as they are crucial for the climate change mitigation and
the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals;
Reaffirming the importance of adoption and implementation of environmentally sound
energy policies and projects throughout Asia;
Welcoming the decreasing trend of energy intensity in the most regions of the world and in
particular in Asia;
Welcoming the Asian governments’ commitments to reduce carbon emissions affecting
global warming and environmental cleanness;
We, therefore;
1. Decide to expand the mandate of the Advisory Group on Energy not only to link the
demand and the supply for energy in Asia but also to promote the sustainable use of

Resolution 201614

energy, in line with the spirit enshrined in the UN Summit 2015 Declaration in order
to secure our planet for present and future generations;
2. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments to
scale up bilateral and multilateral cooperation among Asian countries on energyrelated issues to further develop energy cooperation and its sustainability and to be
linked such efforts with those existing international commitments such as the SDGs
and the UN Framework Convention for Climate Change (UNFCCC);
3. Call upon APA Member States in South and West Asia to respond positively and
urgently to the appeal of “Integrated Asian Energy Market” in North-East, East and
South-East Asia
4. Urge all Members of APA Parliaments to report to the Secretary-General on their
national experiences in the field of increasing energy efficiency and their energy
policies for the betterment of the information of the Advisory Group;
5. Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the
implementation of this resolution and to report thereon to the next meeting of the
Standing Committee;
6. Decide to extend the mandate of the Sub-Committee to promote the development of
the Asian Integrated Energy Market.

RES2 0 1 6 1 4
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly

SC-Economic/Draft Res/2016/15
27 July 2016

Draft Resolution on
Environmental Issues
Resolution 201615

Page 1 of 4

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and
Planting Billions of Trees Throughout Asia (APA/Res/2015/07) adopted at the 8th APA
Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA resolutions;
Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming,
and Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2016/03-2
dated 20 July 2016;
Recognizing the need to pursue the components of sustainable development namely the
economic growth, social development and environmental protection in a balanced and
mutually supportive manner;
Highlighting the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing processes
such as the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and UN Convention
Biological Diversity (UNCBD), UN Convention to Combat Desertification and the
International Conference on Financing for Development among others;
Recognizing that climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible threat to
human societies and the planet and thus requires the widest possible cooperation by all
countries, and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response, with a
view to accelerating the reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions,
Underlining the necessity of a comprehensive and long-term strategy to combat
desertification and marine life deterioration, thus improving the living conditions of the
people living in arid, semi-arid and coastal areas;
Recognizing the significance of exchanging information on environmental issues among
Asian countries and transfer of environmental technology, in particular scientific and
technical assistance, from those countries with high capabilities in the area of sustainable
development to less developed countries in Asia;
Recognizing the urgent need to enhance the provision of finance, technology and capacitybuilding support by developed country Parties, in a predictable manner, to enable enhanced
pre-2020 action by developing country Parties,
Concerning about the negative environmental impact of unbridled energy consumption on a
global scale and particularly in Asia;

Resolution 201615

Encouraging Asian parliaments to speed up their acceptance of the second commitment
period of the Kyoto Protocol, in order to provide further momentum for global climate action
for the years leading up to 2020;
Supporting the global reduction of greenhouse gas emissions of at least 50 per cent by 2050
compared with the levels in 1990, in the context of equitable access to sustainable
development, so as to limit global warming in this century to below 2 °C or 1.5 °C.
Calling upon developed countries and international institutions to assist Asian developing
countries, in their efforts to deal with negative consequences of environmental degradation
effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology
transfer and financing environmentally sound technology from developed to developing
countries;
Emphasizing that substantive involvement of APA in the latest state of affairs as regards the
ongoing negotiations within the context of UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol, exchange of views
among Member Parliaments and striving for bringing as much coordination and collaboration
as possible in relevant negotiating fora with a view to serving and improving the common
regional interest of Asia is a compelling imperative;
Acknowledging the importance of enhancing the role of civil society, NGOs, policy think
tanks, business and academia in the protection of environment through their inputs to the
environmental policy formulation as well as implementation at the local, national and
regional levels;
Emphasizing the importance of cooperation among Member Parliaments with regard to
efforts to combat desertification;
Recognizing the Rio +20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development’s
(UNCSD) success in raising global awareness and international collaboration for economic
and environmental referendum and the promotion of transparency,
Recalling the role of United Nations Development Fund (UNDP) in strengthening and
building national capacity to further the sustainable management of the environment and the
implementation of programs that take into account environmental considerations without
interfering with development,
Agreeing to uphold and promote regional and international cooperation in order to mobilize
stronger and more ambitious climate action by all Parties and non-Party stakeholders,
including civil society, the private sector, financial institutions, cities and other sub-national
authorities, local communities and indigenous peoples,
We, therefore;
1. Invite APA developed members to assess how loss and damage due to climate change
affects the world particularly vulnerable developing countries in Asia;
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Resolution 201615

2. Call on all Member Parliaments to facilitate coordinating organs such as the UNDP to
maximize the efficiency and effectiveness in targeted development programs;
3. Ask APA Member Parliaments to facilitate the conclusion of an agreement that addresses
in a balanced manner to hold the increase in global average temperature below 2 °C or 1.5 °C
above pre-industrial levels;
4. Urge APA Parliaments to support Sustainable Development Goals with regard to
environmental issues by adopting appropriate legislation;
5. Invite the APA Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal actions
deemed appropriate and facilitative to encouraging the governments to formulate and
implement legislations, policies and measures with regard to the following:
• Integrating climate policies in broader development policies with a view to making
implementation and overcoming barriers easier;
• Financing and encouraging R&D for low carbon or cleaner technologies with a view to
stimulating technological advances, reduce costs, and enable progress toward stabilization;
• Legalizing the necessity of observing the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) as a step
towards bringing a balance between the three pillars of sustainable development namely:
economic growth, social development and environmental protection;
• Encouraging the maximum possible interaction, coordination, integrity and solidarity
among Asian delegations involved in climate change negotiations with a view to providing
for a collective wisdom by Asia as their common interests which in turn shall strengthen
Asian regionalism and contribute to the cause of an Asian integration;
• Interacting with and make collective attempts with other Asian States Parties for pushing
the environmental priorities and urgencies of the Asia within the agenda of financial and
technological mechanisms of environment related instruments such as Global Environmental
Facility (GEF), those operating within UNEP and the established technological and financial
mechanisms in Durban in 2011;
6. Invite APA Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on
environmental issues and provide, on a voluntary basis, the data and information concerning
issues related to sustainable development, climate change and other environment related
major issues to the Secretariat to be compiled in a database for the reference and use by all
Member Parliaments;
7. Invite also APA Member Parliaments, in a position to do so, to provide material and
technical support to APA members in their efforts to combat desertification;
8. Call on parliamentarians from APA to urge their respective governments to publish
Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) before COP-21;
9. Urge APA Member Parliaments to support the endeavour done in COP 21 in Paris to
control and reduce the greenhouse gasses;
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10. Note with concern that the estimated aggregate greenhouse gas emission levels in 2025
and 2030 resulting from the intended nationally determined contributions do not fall within
least-cost 2 ˚C scenarios but rather lead to a projected level of 55 gigatonnes in 2030, and
also notes that much greater emission reduction efforts will be required than those associated
with the intended nationally determined contributions in order to hold the increase in the
global average temperature to below 2 ˚C above pre-industrial levels by reducing emissions
to 40 gigatonnes or to 1.5 ˚C above pre-industrial levels
11. Recommend action be taken by the International Climate Fund (ICF) within existing
framework to assist the Asian region and especially its developing nations with mitigating the
effects of climate change and protecting natural resources in order to ensure a healthy
environment for future generations focused on aiding developing countries to adapt to the
increasing effects of climate change and the protection of natural resources;
12. Call upon APA developed Member Parliaments to provide aid to the developing Asian
countries in support for national policy programs with regards to sustainable Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)
13. Request developed APA Member Parliaments to offer advice to the other members on
how to acquire and effectively utilize the tools to combat economic shocks resulting from
climate change, such as damage to property and infrastructure, lost productivity, mass
migration, and coping costs through the preparation of sustainable policies pertaining to
disaster preparation programs with special attention given to the needs of the rural
population; rain water harvesting; green roofs; river embankment strengthening; food silos;
early warning systems; and information and communication technology to facilitate
information sharing.
14. Request the Secretary General to seek the views of APA Member Parliaments on the
implementation of the present resolution and report thereon to the next session of the
Standing-Committee in 2017;
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA resolution on the Ramification of International Financial Crisis for the
Economies of Countries of APA Member Parliaments, APA/Res/2015/13 and other relevant
APA resolutions;
Expressing concern with the following repercussions of the sovereign defaults and financial
markets volatility to the economic growth in APA countries;
Appreciating the measures that have already been taken by Asian Parliaments and their
governments to contain the negative impacts of economic crisis in their economies, and
expect them to take further steps to stimulate their respective economies;
Concerning about Britain-Exit from the EU which probably raises uncertainty in the world
economy;
Noting that the economic growth in Asian Economies has not been shared equally in the
society whereby the Gini Coefficient, as reported by the Asian Development Bank, had
grown significantly over the last decades and that regional cooperation which have already
existed in Asia could serve as a platform for enhancing cooperation among sub regional
economic organization that would improve welfare for all in Asia;
Noting that peace and stability in the region is an important contributor to economic growth
and that violence and political instability act as inhibitors for economic development and that
maintaining regional collaboration on political stability is crucial;
Recognizing also the necessity to effectively reform the current global financial architecture
so as to achieve a more balanced world economic and financial order;
We therefore,
1.

Call upon Asian governments to take new policy approaches to develop a more
comprehensive and innovative growth strategies needed to sustain a more resilient,
balanced and sustainable economic growth as a sole means to create decent jobs and
reduce inequalities.

2.

Call upon APA member parliaments to support the development of Asian-led
multilateral banks and its capacity to promote equitable economic growth, improve
national and trans-boundary connectivity and to seek possible establishment of a regional
stabilization fund in times of economic crisis;
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3.

Encourage APA member governments to create a protocol to enhance resilience to
economic crisis which regulates the allocation for some budget reserves for economic
crisis mitigation;

4.

Also encourage governments in Asia to promote cross-border private investments while
ensuring an institutional capacity and prudent regulatory framework to enable countries
to absorb large capital flows, while at the same time using bilateral swap arrangement to
promote the role of local currency in financing cross-border trade;

5.

Recommend parliaments in APA member countries to improve the fiscal policies,
especially the tax system in order to expand tax collection;

6.

Also recommend government in APA member countries to promote the adoption of
Basel III to improve supervision on financial sector governance;

7.

Encourage parliaments in APA member countries to support the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for sustainable Development and focus on policies that alleviate poverty,
including improving access to health, education and social protection to help close
income inequality;

8.

Call for parliaments in respective countries to review its legislations, where appropriate,
to give more support to small and medium enterprises (SMEs) by giving access to low
interest credit loan and to provide capacity building and regional networking to integrate
SMEs into regional and global value chains;

9.

Encourage parliaments to support financial inclusion for the poor in each respective
country and to share best practices of financial inclusion in the region;

10. Stress the importance to invest in human development and to provide sufficient public
funding for education and health for everyone, without gender bias, to face the future
global economy demands;
11. Request the government in respective countries to channel more funds in joint research
and development (R&D) activities as a means to spur innovation and viable economic
growth strategies to sustain a more resilient economic growth;
12. Also request the government in respective Asian countries to promote the
implementation of low carbon economy despite the global economy deceleration;
13. Call upon the APA Member Parliaments to continuously promote the need for reform in
global financial institutions and architecture, with the view for a balanced world
economic and financial order;
14. Call upon APA member countries to strive to create an enabling institutional and
business environment that can promote financial stability, financial inclusion, and
efficient mobilization and utilization of the available resources;
Page 2 of 3

Resolution 201616

15. Call upon APA member countries to facilitate and promote investing their sovereign
funds and encourage their private investors to invest in Asia rather than other parts of the
world.
16. Urge APA parliaments to be cautious against any impact of Briexit on the world
economy in general and Asian economy in particular.
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolution on Alleviating Poverty in Asia (APA/Res/2015/08) adopted at the
8th
APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA
resolutions;
Underlining the significance of the role of Parliaments both in advocating and over sighting
to achieve Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), especially on Poverty Eradication;
Welcoming the High-level Plenary meeting of the U.N. General-Assembly on the Sustainable
Development Goals in September 2015 and its outcome; entitled as “Transforming our world:
the 2030 agenda for sustainable development”, in particular referring to goal 2 of sustainable
development to eradicate hunger, enhance food insecurity and improve nutrition by
promoting sustainable agriculture
Reaffirming that each country must take primary responsibility for its own development and
that the role of national policies and strategies cannot be overemphasized in the poverty
eradication;
Noting that poverty alleviation is important to combat international terrorism, women &
children abusement and drug trafficking, arms smuggling, human trafficking, sea piracy and
transnational crimes;
Mindful of the fact that the sustainable development recognizes that poverty eradication,
fighting inequality, preserving the planet and creating inclusive economic growth are linked
to each other and interdependent and that the SDGs balance all the three crucial sustainable
development dimensions: the economic, the social and the environmental;
Reaffirming that poverty is the greatest global challenge facing the world today and an
indispensable requirement for sustainable development;
Supporting also a publicity campaign to raise awareness in the society about SDG's goals
utilizing the potentials of mass media;
Emphasizing that achieving food security requires efforts and coordination at both national
and international level
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Recognizing the important role of agriculture in meeting needs of increasing world
population, underlining that sustainable agriculture practices and rural development are key
approaches to increase food security
We therefore,
1. Urge APA Member Parliaments to work closely with their governments in the formulation
and implementation of the measures which are outlined in the 2030 Agenda for the
Sustainable Development;
2. Determine to be more ambitious in our efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce inequality,
ensure food security, access to healthcare and education;
3. Urge APA Member Parliaments to redouble their efforts in supporting activities of poverty
eradication and encourage their respective governments to facilitate the implementation of
effective policies to promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and
productive employment and decent work for all;
4. Urge Member Parliaments to create awareness among general public about the importance
of food and take possible steps to prevent its wastage.
5. Invite Member Parliaments to adopt necessary legislation to a) improve labour market
regulations, b) support the informal sector and offering increased security to it, c) establish
legal savings and loan associations that can help to reduce the reliance on moneylenders, d)
promote modern agriculture which contributes essentially to reduction of poverty in urban
and rural areas, e) empower the poor to improve their living conditions and participate in
decision-making which affects their lives, f) help to upgrade the infrastructure and services in
areas where the poor live and work and to provide better education for poor particularly for
girls and g) improve disaster preparedness, disaster relief as well as post-disaster economic
recovery;
6. Encourage Member Parliaments to support investment in climate resilient agriculture and
to adopt a unified approach to combat hunger by promoting public and private investments,
increased access to inputs, lands and technologies;
7. Invite APA Member Parliaments to take appropriate legislative measures for poverty
alleviation including providing financial assistance to domestic producers through,
a) Government grants to support sustainable farming activities
b) Microfinance loans for small scale farmers
8. Recommend Member Parliaments to support and strengthen the capacities of government
and communities to prepare for and respond to acute hunger arising from disasters through
community based on social protection or safety nets;

Page 2 of 3

Resolution 201617

9. Encourage Member Parliaments to take joint action to organize aid campaigns, on a
voluntary basis upon the request of a Member Parliament, for assistance in the context of
alleviating poverty including to enhance domestic production of food by participating in
agricultural technologies and training programs;
10. Urge APA Member States to give significance to development of sustainable agriculture
practices while making national policies, to achieve Sustainable Development Goals;
11. Call for increased cooperation between developed and developing member countries for
improving food security by means of multilateral information sharing, especially in an area of
sustainable agricultural technology;
12. Stressing the significance of women participation and contribution in agriculture sector
for improving productivity food security and eliminating poverty;
13. Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on their efforts
to implement this resolution and to submit a report thereon to the next meeting of the
Standing-Committee in 2017.
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We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Acknowledging the outcome document for the United Nations Summit for the adoption of
Post-2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development,” adopted in September 2015;
Referring to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) Hanoi Declaration on The Sustainable
Development Goals: Turning Words into Action, adopted at its 132nd Assembly, held in
Hanoi, Vietnam, March 2015; and other relevant inter-parliamentary organizations
resolutions;
Being convinced that the SDGs are integrated and indivisible, global in nature and
universally applicable, upholding the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities,
taking into account different national capacities, levels of development, and respecting
national policies and priorities;
Underlining the strong political will, leadership and national ownership of the parliament to
meet the international commitment of the SDGs and that the role of parliament is essential in
improving economical, social, cultural and ecological to improve the human development
and promote the Human Development Index as an index for the sustainable development
goals. Set up the consensus for the government, parliament and people to recognize the
efficiency of the development particularly in the areas of health, education, housing, food
security, nutrition and environmental sustainability;
Welcoming the establishment of The Sustainable Development Goals Commission in the
Indonesian Parliament as a best practice to pursue the objectives in the national level;
We, therefore:
1. Endorse the outcome document of the UN Summit for the adoption Post-2015
Development Agenda which adopted the SDGs as the new development framework for 20152030. The list of the SDGs is annexed;
2. Determine to be actively involved in the formulation of national policies to support the
mainstreaming and implementation of SDGs;
3. Urge the Asian Parliaments to establish a commission in their national Parliament to
monitor the implementation of the goals and objectives of the SDG's;

Resolution 201618

4. Decide to establish an Asian information centre, which provides an independent, scientific
and reliable data and analytical information in reference to sustainable development
indicators.
5. Call upon APA Members to provide adequate budgetary resources and adopt legislations
which are relevant to support and monitor the successful implementation of the SDGs;
6. Strengthen the national ownership of SDGs by actively involved in the advocacy of SDGs
so that the people understand that SDGs are relevant to their lives;
7. Request the Standing Committees of APA to deliberate in a comprehensive manner issues
of SDGs which are relevant to the work of their committees;
8. Stress the importance to develop data and indicators to set up a proper follow-up
mechanism on the implementation of SDGs and the need to strengthen statistical capacities of
all countries to support the progress;
9. Request the Asian Parliament to report the achievement of the implementation of the
SDGs to the APA Secretary General for the information and discussion in the next Economic
and Sustainable Development Standing Committee.
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Sustainable Development Goals1

Goal 1

End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Goal 2

End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

Goal 3

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Goal 4

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

Goal 5

Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Goal 6

Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

Goal 7

Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal 8

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all

Goal 9

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation

Goal 10

Reduce inequality within and among countries

Goal 11

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

Goal 12

Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Goal 13

Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*

Goal 14

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development

Goal 15

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt
biodiversity loss

Goal 16

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access
to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

Goal 17

Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for
sustainable development

*acknowledging that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the primary
international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating the global response to climate change

1

Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, finalized text for adoption (1
August), page 12, https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld, retrieved by 14
August 2015.
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We, the members of Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recognizing the outcome document for the United Nations Summit for the adoption of Post2015 Development Agenda entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development,” adopted in September 2015;
Recalling United Nations’ General Assembly resolution (A/64/292) adopted on 28th July
2010, which formally recognized water and sanitation as human rights and UN Human Rights
Council resolution (A/HRC/RES/18/1) adopted on the 28 September 2011, recognizing that
the right to water and sanitation are part of the right to an adequate standard of living;
Welcoming the SDG goal 6 on ensuring availability and sustainable management of water
and sanitation for all, including universal and equitable access to drinking water, sustainable
water resources management and wastewater treatment, providing a further anchor for
sustainability in the water governance field;
Noting with interest relevant commitments and initiatives promoting the human right to safe
drinking water and sanitation, including the Abuja Declaration, adopted at the first AfricaSouth America Summit, in 2006, the Delhi Declaration, adopted at the third South Asian
Conference on Sanitation, in 2008, the Sharm el-Sheikh Final Document, adopted at the
Fifteenth Summit Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Movement of NonAligned Countries, in 2009, and the Colombo Declaration, adopted at the fourth South Asian
Conference on Sanitation, in 2011;
Deeply concerned that approximately one billion people across Asia could face severe water
shortage by 2050;
Stress upon the need for Asian Governments to focus in national policies on water and
sanitation issues and contribute towards international efforts in resolving these issues;
We, therefore:
1. Welcome the inclusion of water and sanitation in Post-2015 Development Agenda and the
acceptance of human right to safe drinking water and sanitation by the General Assembly and
the Human Rights Council;
2. Consider the role of Parliamentarian critical in the implementation of human rights
approach to water and sanitation in Asia, including particularly the adoption of legislative
measures in the implementation of their human rights obligations;
3. Reaffirm that APA Member States have the primary responsibility to ensure the full
realization of SDGs including Goal 6, and must take steps, nationally and through

international assistance and cooperation, especially economic and technical, to the sanitation
by all appropriate means;
4. Request Member Parliaments to urge their respective governments to cooperate with their
regions to discuss the water scarcity challenge all over Asian countries and to study in depth
the causes of the water crisis and to provide appropriate solutions and strategies to overcome
this crisis;
5. Request the APA Member States to ensure financing according to the available resources
for the provision of affordable water and sanitation, and to develop indicators and data
collection mechanisms to monitor progress and to identify shortcomings;
6. Encourage integrated water resource planning and management 2 for reducing widespread
scarcity and pollution of freshwater resources in many regions and priority should be given to
the fulfilment of basic needs and safeguarding of ecosystems in developing and using water
resources;
7. Urge APA Parliamentarians to vigorously engage with executives on building inclusive
frameworks between States for reduction of climate change impacts. These climate change
impacts have severe consequences in the shape of water scarcity and flooding;
8. Ask APA Members to support advance technology transfers from developed countries to
the developing countries of Asia and sharing of good practices for efficient allocation of
water;
9. Underline the important role of the international cooperation provided by the United
Nations, international development partners, as well as by donor agencies, in the achievement
of the SDGs, and urges development partners to harmonize their strategies with the national
initiatives and plans of APA Members related to safe drinking water and sanitation;
10. Request the Secretary-General to report, the achievement of APA Member Parliaments
on this resolution, to the next Standing Committee on Sustainable Development.

2

Integrated water resources management (IWRM) has been defined by the Global Water Partnership
(GWP) as "a process which promotes the coordinated development and management of water, land and related
resources, in order to maximize the resultant economic and social welfare in an equitable manner without
compromising the sustainability of vital ecosystems".
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