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1. The Standing Committee on Political Affairs held its meeting on 1-2 June 2016 in Amman,
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. APA Delegations from Bahrain, Cambodia, China, Indonesia,
Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Maldives, Pakistan, Palestine, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Turkey
participated in this meeting. The list of participants is attached as Annex I.
2. In the inaugural session of the meeting, Honorable Eng. Shehadah Abu Hdaib, the
Chairman of the Political Committee of the Senate of Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
delivered his welcoming remarks and underscored the important role of the APA in
strengthening friendship ties among Asian countries as it includes the majority of the world's
population and is actively contributing to the development of regional cooperation in Asia.
He also expressed hope for the productive results of the meeting. Honorable Senator Kim
Yeat Chhit, from the Kingdom of Cambodia presented a statement in which he considered the
political stability as an indispensible tool for promoting peace and security which would
support sustainable development and economic growth. He pointed out that it is vital to build
up a political platform involving all APA Member Parliaments to achieve reconciliation,
peace, and security throughout Asia. H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami, the APA Acting Secretary
General made a brief statement at the opening session. He briefly highlighted the great
potentials of the APA in the realm of parliamentary diplomacy and encouraged all APA
member parliaments to engage in practicing effective ways and means for the implementation
of the APA resolutions. Texts of all three statements are attached to this report as Annex II.
3. In the first working session of the meeting, the agenda was adopted. (Annex III). Then the
meeting elected Honorable Mr. Thushara Indunil Amarasena Giranapathirennehelae from Sri
Lanka as the vice-chairman; and Honorable Dr. Khalil Abdullah of Kuwait as the Rapporteur
of the Standing Committee.

4. The list of documents before the Meeting included:
I.

APA/Res/2015/01- Resolution on Advancing Principles of Friendship and Cooperation
in Asia

II.
III.
IV.

APA/Res/2015/02 - Resolution on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian
Governments
APA/Res/2015/03- Resolution on Deploring Acts of Terrorism and Violent
Extremism
APA/Res/2015/04 - Resolution on Significant Political Developments in Asia

5. The Report of the APA Secretary-General to the Meeting of the APA Standing Committee
on Political Affairs was printed and distributed among all delegations and also orally
explained to the participants. In his Report to the APA Standing Committee on Political
Affairs, the Acting Secretary-General reported the latest state of each item in order to provide
a ground for further deliberation by the Standing Committee and pave the way for further
action by the APA. H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami, APA Acting Secretary-General presented his
report to the Standing Committee on Political Affairs and explained the rationale behind the
APA practice of keeping certain subject matters on its agenda for consecutive years. He also
reviewed background information on each document on the agenda of the meeting and
elaborated on the achievements of APA pertaining to each item. He also emphasized the need
for the APA to develop a set of missions to be able to play an effective role in the realm of
parliamentary diplomacy in Asia. The text of the report is attached to this report as Annex IV.
6. General Debate on the modalities to promote and implement the previous four Resolutions
started with the APA Resolution on Advancing Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in
Asia, followed by Resolutions on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian
Governments, Deploring Acts of Terrorism and Violent Extremism, and finally Resolution on
Significant Political Developments in Asia. Heads of delegations from Bahrain, China,
Indonesia, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Palestine and Turkey participated in the general debates.
7. After extensive deliberation by participants, the APA Secretariat prepared four new Draft
Resolutions and presented them to the Meeting which were considered in the following order:
- Draft Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia Through Friendship and Cooperation
- Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together for Prosperity in
Asia
- Draft Resolution on United Against Terrorism and Violent Extremism
- Draft Resolution on Significant Political Developments in Asia
The Standing committee recommended these Draft Resolutions to the first APA Executive
Council Meeting of 2016, to be forwarded to the APA plenary for its consideration and
adoption.
9. Concurrent with the meeting of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs, the
APA Special Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) held its meeting on 2
June 2016 and discussed various ideas and points of view by the participating delegates. All
delegates expressed their general support for the promotion of the notion of Asian parliament
in the light of the great potentials which exist in Asia and particularly in Asian Parliaments.

Meanwhile, they underlined the formidable challenges and crucial prerequisites facing the
creation of an Asian Parliament. They all emphasized that the creation of Asian Parliament is
a long term project various aspects of which needs to be explored in many discussions,
conferences, and meetings to come. They also encouraged holding the meetings of the
SCCAP more frequently with more effective preparation. References were made to the need
for having clear direction, vision, innovation and capacity building for the consideration of
the creation of an Asian Parliament. It was also pointed out that the feasibility of the project
should be conducted in coordination with all APA Member Parliaments. The participating
delegations also expressed their appreciation for the work of the APA Secretariat in preparing
an analytical and substantive report entitled The Foundations of an Asian Parliament as well
as the oral presentation by the Acting Secretary General on the subject matter. The
participating delegates undertook the responsibility to raise the subject matter to respective
authorities of their own parliaments and governments and send their feedback on the
Secretariat's report to the APA secretariat as soon as possible.
10. The Standing Committee expressed special appreciation to the Senate of Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan for excellent organization of the meeting and the hospitality extended to
all participants. The meeting particularly praised the APA Secretariat for outstanding service
it provided for smooth running of the meeting. Appreciation was also made to the staff of the
local secretariat for their effective contributions to the meeting.
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Annex-II
In The name of Allah the most gracious, the most merciful
Your Excellency Mr. CHHIT Kim Yeat, representative of APA President,
Your Excellency, Acting Secretary General of APA
Dear Attendees,
Peace be upon you,
On behalf of myself and my colleagues, members of the Jordanian Senate, I would like to
express my warm welcome from the capital of our beloved country Amman, the capital of the
Hashemites and the symbol of pride, glory and persistence.
We are gathering here today in Jordan, the country of firm attitude towards Asian and
International issues, with a methodology based on tolerance and moderation, always calling
for international peace and security, and the wise leadership of His Majesty King Abdullah II.
This meeting also coincides with the joy of all Jordanians, as Jordan celebrates its
independence day and the centenary of the launching of the Great Arab Revolution, so
welcome again.
Ladies and gentlemen
Jordan has withstood, since its establishment in 1921, amidst turbulences, a series of
consecutive events, and was able, due to its wise and noble leadership, and the awareness of a
nation that loved its leaders, to maintain Jordan as a safe, stable and continuously developing
country, until Jordan became a model of good administration and disposition, despite the
scarce natural resources, and the waves of refugees, the last of which were our brothers and
sisters from Iraq and then Syria, due to the conflicts in their countries and the absence of
safety and stability.
Ladies and Gentleman,
The world values the Asian ParliamentaryAssembly as it bears substantial responsibilities,
and its strive to find solutions to different issues in the region, through dialogue and the
drafting, enacting and amending of laws, according to the changing needs of societies, and its
contribution in enhancing cooperation and communication among Asian parliaments in order
to achieve the interests of their nations.
The Asian Parliamentary Assembly has a great importance and role in strengthening
friendship ties among Asian countries, as it includes the majority of the world's population,
and is actively contributing in developing regional cooperation mechanisms through entities
and committees dealing with the political, economical, social, cultural and sustainable
development affairs.
Our gathering today, ladies and gentlemen, forms a bridge between our parliaments and the
parliaments of the world, to communicate with the states of our Asian continent and the rest
of the world, and as a voice to express the issues and suffering of our nations to the rest of the
world, aiming to achieve the wishes and aims.
The nations of our continent are living today in the globalization era, that did not leave a
chance for developing countries to rise and be prepared to engage. Asia and its culture
enjoys a huge position in today's world, especially that it includes two thirds of the world
population, andprovides the greatest manpower to the world, with its tremendous natural
resources and colorful energies, with cultural and spiritual values, being the cradle of divine
religions and the great cultural heritage and cultures that hold genuine and great values.
Thus, our states need to invest these varied resources and wealth to enhance cooperation, and
strengthen the power of work, prosperity and welfare of our nation, and mitigate the living
costs, through exchanging experiences and modules of success among our countries.

Dear attendees...
I assure you that our Asian Parliamentarian Assembly is considered one of the most popular
organizations in our beloved continent; asit plays a distinguished role in enhancing cultural
cooperation and interfaith dialogues among different nations.
Such Asian varied civilizations can build communication bridges with the world of today and
tomorrow, based on the principles of justice and common interests that serves nations and the
goals of justice and freedom. The importance of strengthening parliamentarian and
economical relations of Asian countries, shall serve the international stability and security,
and the Asian Parliamentarian Assembly is considered the corner stone of cooperation among
different parliaments of Asia.
We need, dear attendees, to take joint actions and cooperate to counter and eradicate
international terrorism from its roots, by augmenting civilized cultures and intact thought,
that rejects terrorism and promotes peaceful coexistence and fraternity among religions and
beliefs, and benefit from Asian parliaments in achieving development plans, through
cooperation between members of the assembly. Asian parliamentarian organizations should
also work seriously to reach a legislative integration in Asia.
I call on your behalf, that it is necessary that the United Nation shall hold its responsibility in
being the basic reference in addressing crises, and to perform its organized role, supporting
international relations, built on the statements of its charter. I also confirm the great
importance of the Asian Union on the international level in general and the Asian level in
specific, in supporting peaceful and just issues, and achieve the expectations of the nations of
the region in development and reform.
Finally, I reiterate Jordan's continuous and permanent strive to mitigate the suffering of the
Palestinian nation, supporting its legitimate rights in establishing its independent state, and
Jordan's condemnation of the hostile practices by the Israeli occupation towards the
Palestinian people, and its permanent demands to solve the regional issues and conflict
through constructive dialogue, to serve the nations and stop the bloodshed and demolition,
following the leader of the nation King Abdullah II bin Al-Hussein, may God grant him
prosperity and strengthen his steps towards righteousness.
From this blessed gathering, I call, on you, states and nations of the world, to push towards
and actively contribute in ending the Palestinian –Israeli conflict, according to the resolutions
of international legitimacy, and the serious assistance in solving the struggles in the area and
region, and grant nations with justice and self-determination.
Wishing you all the success and good stay in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, welcome to
the land of stability, peace and safety, under the leadership of the devoted Hashemites, and
you are always welcome.

ASIAN PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
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WELCOME REMARKS
By Hon. CHHIT Kim Yeat, Senator, Vice-Chairman of the
Commission on Foreign Affairs, and International Cooperation,
Media and information, Representative of APA President
Honorable Mr. Eng. Shehadah ABU HDAIB, Chairman of the
Political Committee ofthe parliament of The Hashimite Kingdom of
Jordan,
Honorable Heads of Delegationand Delegates,

H.E. Dr. MasoudIslami, APA Acting Secretary- General,
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.
1. Today, I have great honor and privilege to welcome you all to this
important meeting of Standing Committee on Political Affairs,
here in Amman, HashimiteKingdom of Jordan.
2. On behalf of Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng
Samrin President of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of
Cambodia and President of APA, I would like to express our sincere
gratitude to the Government of Hashimite Kingdom of Jordan for their
excellent work in supporting APA, hosting this important meeting and
particularly for the warm welcome and kind hospitality extended to all
delegations in this beautiful city Amman. I also, wish to thank all
delegates who participated the 8th General Assembly in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia in December, 2015.
This meeting would continue our dialogues and deliberations related to
the resolutions of political issues which are basic content of our objective
of APA in promoting peace, security and sustainable development at
region and global levels.
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gentlemen
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3. As we all aware that political stability is an indispensabletooltopromote
peace and security in the region that support thesustainable development
and economic growth. To maintain peace and security, it is vital to build
up
a
political
plateform
involving
all
APA
Member
countries.Paliamentary play a very important key and roles in producing
the effecient political development through dialogues, reconciliation and
negotiation.We are very greatful to have APA as an collectively asset for
exchanging view and experiences among us and to give us opportunities,
as the parliamentarian, to play our important role in expressingour
common concern of prosperity for the people in Asia.
4. Today meeting and discussion will lay outa major dialogue that needed to
continue for strengethening friendship and cooperatoins in Asia, and
setting the ground for further deliberation by the APA member countries.
I believe our discussion today in this meetingwill form a principle policy
for resolving regional and international conflicts, and to further
promoting dialogueswhich are concerned in the said resolution on
Advancing Priciple of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia, and
Signigficant Political Development in Asia.
5. This gathering reflects our solidarity and it is a great pleasure to be able
to exchange views and experiences for the future of the 9th APA Plenary
Session. The Standing Committee will produce important legal documents
to support the organization for the purpose of its sustainability and
functioning.
6. Your presence today in this meeting not just to indicate your strong
commitment to APA but also reflects another success history of the
recommendations of resolutions to the 9th APA Plenary Session which
will be held in the wonder land of Angkor, Siem Reab, Kingdom of
Cambodia in 2016.
Honorable delegations,
gentlement
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7. Once again, on behalf of the Parliament of the Kingdom of Cambodia, I
wish to express my profound gratitude and thanks to theHashimiteand
Government of Kingdom of Jordan for their excellent work in hosting this
important meeting and for the warm welcome and kind hospitality
extended to all delegations in this to the all distinguished delegates and
participants attending this important meeting. I strongly believe that with

your active participations in the discussions, views and ideas exchanges,
the meeting will be a successful and fruitful one.
8. Before concluding my remarks, I wish to inform that the First
Executive Council Meeting will be held in September 2016 in Phnom
Penh (to be confirmed)and the 9th APA Plenary Session will be held in
late November 2016 in Siem Reap cultural city of Angkor (to be
confirmed) Cambodia. On behalf of the Cambodian Parliament, we
look forward to welcome all delegates to the land of Angkor (the
world heritage), the kingdom of wonders.
9. May I convey my best wishes of good health and success in your
noble mission and please enjoy your stay in Amman. I wish this
meeting a great success with a great deliberation.
Thank you so much for your kind attention.

Statement by Acting APA Secretary-General,
H.E. Dr. Masoud Islami
At the Inaugural Session
of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Amman, Jordan
1-2 June 2016

Mr. Chairman
Honorable APA Delegates,
Dignitaries,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am grateful to witness once again an important APA gathering with so many distinguished
participants from so many Asian parliaments. I would like to welcome you all and express
my gratitude for having the opportunity to address you here today. I would also like to
register my special thanks and appreciations to the Senate of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan in general, and Honorable Senator Eng. Shehadah Abu Hdaib in particular, for their
accountability and responsibility towards the APA and for their generosity for hosting this
important meeting.
Mr. Chairman
Distinguished Delegates
In light of the global integrative trends in the world, parliaments are becoming increasingly
more relevant and more important both in domestic and foreign affairs. The principal
function of parliaments in democratic systems of governance is legislative in nature.
However, they also possess substantial weight in the political apparatus of their respective
states. While Parliaments participate alongside the executive branch in exercising the national
sovereignty of their respective state, they tend to assume a controlling function over certain
governmental decisions in internal and external affairs.
As the largest Asian inter-parliamentary organization, and relying on its wide scope of
membership which covers most countries of Asia, APA is in a position to depict itself as a
Model Asian Parliament. As an assembly of parliaments, the APA does not possess executive
powers to directly implement its resolutions and decisions. This is a fact but not a failure.
Without executive powers at hand, the APA still can accomplish a lot. It needs not to
overextend or exaggerate its capabilities.
What the APA does possess, however, would suffice to its realistic ambitions. First of all,
APA has provided a reliable framework for consultation and collaboration among its Member
Parliaments on a range of important cultural, economic, political and environmental issues.
Secondly, it has facilitated communication, interaction and cooperation among its members
and helped them to harmonize their viewpoints vis-à-vis regional as well as global
developments.
Mr. Chairman
Distinguished Delegates
APA has promoted the notion of Asian integration as the pivotal theme of its goals and
objectives. Achieving integration in Asia is a formidable endeavor which would require
certain conditions and definitely face certain challenges. Regional and international
integration is rather a multi-factor and multi-faceted process which requires prolong and

continuous cooperation. It should be underscored that the process of integration in Asia
encounters serious challenges, too. Chronic poverty in many countries of the continent, where
nearly half of the continent's population earn less than two dollars per day, has created an
unfavorable condition in Asia. The developmental disparity in Asia and the growing gap
between Asian countries are among other serious challenges in the continent. Potential
border, territorial and ethnic disputes, crisis-prone areas and the danger of their escalation or
spread to other regions should not be overlooked.
The present meeting of the APA that we are going to hold today and tomorrow here in
Amman has a number of important subject matters on its agenda. I am confident that by the
end of these meetings, by virtue of your thoughtful and vigorous deliberations, we will have
yet another successful event in the APA records.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
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Amman, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

AGENDA
•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening Ceremony
Adoption of the Agenda
Election of the Bureau
Opening Statement by the Chairman
Report by the APA Acting Secretary General
Consideration of the following documents:
1. Resolution on Advancing Principles of Friendship and Cooperation
in Asia
2. Resolution on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian
Governments
3. Resolution on Deploring Acts of Terrorism and Violent Extremism
4. Resolution on Significant Political Developments in Asia

•
•
•
•

Meeting of the Special Committee on Creation of Asian Parliament
Adoption of the final report
Any other matter
Closing

Annex IV

Report By
H. E. Dr. Masoud Islami
Acting Secretary-General of the APA
To the Meeting of the
APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs

Amman, Jordan
1-2 June 2016

Mr. Chairman
Distinguished Delegates
I am pleased to report to this esteemed meeting that the APA 8th Plenary Session in Phenom
Penh, adopted all draft resolutions which were prepared earlier by this Standing Committee
and recommended to it by the Executive Council. We have gathered here to take those APA
Resolutions 1 steps forward and deliberate on how to make progress on their subject matters
which constitute an important part of the APA agenda as the largest inter-parliamentary
organization in Asia.
I find it appropriate to provide the distinguished delegates of APA Member Parliaments
1

Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and InterGovernmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Resolutions on Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent
Extremism (APA/Res/2014/03—3 December 2014); Resolutions on Important Political Developments in Asia
(APA/Res/2014/04—3 December 2014).

participating in this meeting with some background information on the resolutions which are
on the agenda of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs in order to set the ground
for further deliberation and stimulate further action by all APA Members.
Before addressing the resolutions, however, it seems noteworthy to remind the distinguished
delegates of the rationale behind the reconsideration of these resolutions every year. There
are, in my view, four main reasons why the APA continuously keeps certain resolutions on
its agenda and reconsider them over and over again.
The first reason stems from the very nature of some issues which begets continuous attention
and gradual progress. The challenging nature and the significant ramifications of important
issues like terrorism and violent extremism; establishing peace and security in the region;
ending foreign occupation in Palestine; and consolidating friendly relations among Asian
countries; demand persistent and unceasing efforts just in order to make gradual and
piecemeal accomplishments. The very nature of these subject matters and the imperative
measures required for their pursuance would by no means allow for their realization in short
or even medium terms. This is why they have been kept on the APA Agenda for consecutive
years and they are likely to remain so for many years to come. There are no simple and quick
solutions to these challenges to be compressed in annual time-bound formulations. The APA,
like many other international organizations, keeps this kind of subject matters on its agenda
with a view to achieving gradual progress. The desired function is thus to keep the APA as an
organization, and its Member Parliaments as active players in parliamentary diplomacy,
abreast of the recent developments vis-à-vis such vital issues.
Secondly; many APA resolutions are drafted and adopted as instruments of policy
coordination among its Member Parliaments demonstrating their unified stance with regard
to problems and challenges in Asia. The APA resolutions which are updated each year are
indicative of the unanimous progressive approach of its Member Parliaments towards their
common challenges as well as their firm collective resolve to meet them. Hence, many of the
APA resolutions are of declaratory nature. In today’s world, this declaratory function is of
utmost importance and is considered an end by itself. Indeed, articulated unified stances and
coordinated policies among the members of the organization pave the way for concerted
practical steps in tackling such complicated challenges facing Asia.
Thirdly; as it is evident to you, the APA resolutions typically contain separate but
interconnected preamble and operative paragraphs. Whereas the preamble usually reflects
general considerations and contextual elements related to the subject matter of the resolution,
the operative part include decisions made and practical measures determined to be carried
out by the Members. Here is the area which needs to be seriously addressed by the
organization. The APA is not well-equipped with effective mechanisms for the
implementation of its decisions. In certain cases, the Member Parliaments do not carry out
the commitments they have undertaken within the framework of the APA adopted
resolutions and there is no efficient mechanism to make this happen. Examples of this kind
include the commitment by the APA Member Parliaments to adopt a common legislation on
issues such as combating the smuggling of cultural items in Asia; fighting corruption, as
decided upon in respective resolutions. While the APA Secretariat has consistently reminded
and followed up such matters time and again, it is not aware of any measures taken by the
Members in these respects. Relying on the genuine commitment and unshakable resolve of
its Member Parliaments to carry out the decisions collectively made through its resolutions,

the APA is in need to develop effective mechanisms, for their implementation at two
organizational as well as at each individual member levels.
Fourthly; a number of resolutions adopted by the APA over the years tackle issues which
require the involvement of the executive branch of their respective countries. Making
progress on issues related to economics and environment as well as those concerning
political and cultural affairs, would need close and effective coordination with governments.
This need has been recognized by the APA many years ago leading to important resolutions
which have remained on its agenda for a number of years awaiting effective implementation.
These resolutions basically calls upon APA Member Parliaments to invite, encourage, and
engage governmental authorities of their own respective countries in supporting and
promoting the APA objectives.
With this rather indispensable introduction, I must attest to the fact that all distinguished
delegates representing the APA Member Parliaments in the APA events have always been
eager to encourage action and progress and never intended to stop only on adopting
resolutions. They all have shown determination to turn the APA resolutions into reality and
make a difference for the betterment of Asia. However, the lack of effective mechanisms for
the implementation of the adopted resolutions has hindered the materialization of their
wishes and wills.
At this point, please allow me to briefly review the background related to each item on the
agenda of this meeting.
APA Resolutions on Principles of Friendship
The most recent APA Resolution on Advancing Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in
Asia (APA/Res/2015/01 dated 11 December 2015) is now at hand. The previous relevant
APA resolutions are also retroactively cited below. 2 These resolutions contain significant
points in their preambles and important positions and decisions in their operative parts. The
subject matters of these resolutions are of paramount and fundamental importance to the
realization of the APA principal goals and objectives.
While the earlier APA resolutions have encouraged the Member Parliaments to consider
adopting or endorsing the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in
Asia in accordance with their respective internal procedures or to promote it through their
local media networks, the Secretariat is yet not aware of any action taken in this respect by
any Member Parliament. Perhaps the lack of clearly-defined functions and internal
mechanisms inside the structure of the Member Parliaments have hindered making progress
in this respect. The APA Secretariat encourages the Standing Committee on Political Affairs
to consider appropriate and efficient ways and means for dealing with this situation.
2

Resolution on Measures and Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2014/01, 03 December 2014); Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2013/01-9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on Principles of Friendship
and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30 November 2010); Decision on 14 November: APA Day of
Asian Solidarity and Cooperation (APA/Dec/2010/01--30 November 2010); Resolution on Cooperation and
Coordination on Major International Issues of Importance to APA (APA/Res/2008/07--29 November 2008);
Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2008/09--29 November 2008); and Resolution on Friendship Pact in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06--19
November 2007).

Cooperation with Asian Governments
The second APA resolution at hand is the Resolution on Mobilizing Interactions Between
APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2015/02—11 December 2015). The expansion of
ties and enhancement of cooperation between the APA and governmental bodies and
organizations, have been among the priority areas in the work of the APA. Previous APA
resolution on the subject matter of enhancing cooperation with governments in Asia are
retrospectively cited below. 3
The modalities that have been accepted and emphasized by relevant APA Resolutions in this
respect have included informing relevant high-ranking governmental authorities of the
potentials, activities, and achievements of the APA; inviting Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or
their representatives, of APA Member and Observer Parliaments to participate in the Plenary
Sessions of the APA and to exchange views on the most significant and urgent issues in Asia
and on the APA agenda. Furthermore, it has been decided to appoint an APA delegate as a
Focal Point within the APA Member Parliaments to be in charge of making regular
coordination between the Parliaments and Governments on the one hand, and between the
Parliaments and the Secretariat for the implementation of APA decisions and programs on the
other. Many of these measures have not yet been realized and it seems imperative on this
APA Standing Committee to discuss effective ways to make progress in this regard. The
Secretary-General shall remain hopeful that the deliberations of the Standing Committee on
Political Affairs would pave the path for more practical initiatives to enhance cooperation
between the APA and Asian Governments and take the issue steps further.
Other Important Political Issues
The APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs cannot avoid addressing important
political issues and developments at regional and global levels, particularly those related to
the countries of its Member Parliaments. In order to contribute to fostering peace and security
and promote prosperity throughout Asia, the APA should rely on principles enshrined in the
APA Charter which include promoting dialogue and friendly relations in Asia through good
offices; negotiation; reconciliation; mediation; and reduction of tensions between Asian
countries through mechanisms like the APA Troika Plus; promoting culture of peace in Asia;
and addressing both soft and hard aspects of peace and security in Asia through cooperation
with inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations.
Besides addressing particular issues of importance such as peace, terrorism, and atrocities of
Israel in Palestine, the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs has over the past two
years, has decided to enhance its involvements with more current issues and developments at
political stage by considering and debating on a draft resolution under the title of Important
Political Developments in Asia with a view to enhancing the relevance of APA resolutions to
current affairs.
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Resolution on Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations
(APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia
(APA/Res/2013/02 --9 December 2013); Resolution on Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and
Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11—30 November 2010); and Resolution on Enhancing Cooperation
Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of
APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10—29 November 2008).

In consideration of the concerns and anxieties expressed so far by the APA Member
Parliaments which have been reflected in the APA Resolutions, the following subjects seem
worthy and suitable for consideration by this Standing Committee: the continued instability
and war in Syria and Iraq and the atrocities committed by terrorist groups and the growing
need to take decisive actions against them; the increasing need for positive interaction and
constructive dialogue among Asian states and nations in order to foster regional peace and
security and to avoid exacerbation of political tensions; support for inter-parliamentary
initiatives aiming at promoting friendly ambiance among Asian states; the worrying and
grave situation in the occupied Palestinian territories and defiant stance by Israel vis-a-vis the
rights of Palestinian people as supported by the United Nations and international law;
Terrorism by ISIS and Atrocities by Israel
Terrorism and violent extremism continue to pose serious threats to peace, security, and
prosperity not only in Asia but also in other parts of the world affecting innocent people and
inflicting pain and suffering on our nations and states the like. In its resolutions pertaining to
terrorism and violent extremism in Iraq and Syria as well as on the Palestinian issue, the APA
has stressed its commitment to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional
and global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law and expressed deep concerns over
the continuing occupation of the Palestinian territories. Given the importance continuously
attached to these issues by the APA, it seems appropriate to keep the item on the agenda and
keep the APA abreast of the developments on the ground.

The Initiative of Asian Parliament
The 8th APA Plenary decided that the Special Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament
shall function under the auspices of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and
convene wherever the committee holds its meetings. This is a heavy task which requires
collective engagement and collaboration of all delegates participating in this meeting. The
APA Secretariat has produced a substantive report on this subject in 2013 entitled
Foundations of an Asian Parliament in which both potentials and challenges were discussed.
The report has been presented to all the APA Member Parliaments for consideration,
assessment, and comments. I have to report to this Standing Committee that no reply has
been received so far in this regard.
Public Awareness about the APA
It seems appropriate to reiterate once again the basic need for the APA to reach out to the
public and media for disseminating further information about its aims and objectives
throughout Asia and beyond. In this context, the promotion and commemoration of
November Fourteenth of each year as the APA Day by all Member Parliaments is
of particular importance. In a world characterized by communication revolution and
global media, it is crucially important for the APA to make the old and young people in
Asia informed and familiar with its goals and objectives. In this context APA Member

Parliaments must utilize various ways and means available to them to plan for certain
public activities particularly during 14 November of each year as the APA Day.

APA Troika-Plus Meetings
Troika-Plus mechanism is an efficient institutional instrument at the disposal of the APA for
responding to emergency situations and addressing important issues of concern to the
organization. Over the past year, the APA did not utilized this institutional mechanism for
addressing any current development in Asia. The APA, as a capable inter-parliamentary
organization is expected to play an active role in parliamentary diplomacy offering its help
for mediation and reconciliation throughout Asia. This Standing Committee is expected to
suggest ideas and proposals for revitalizing the Troika-Plus mechanism in addressing the
most pressing political challenges and concerns across Asia in the coming year.
Mr. Chairman
Distinguished Delegates
The great potentials of the APA for the betterment and improvement of Asia are yet to be
discovered and realized. The APA is increasingly expected to assume a more vivid stance in
influencing the course of events in Asia in line with its goals and aspirations which
include peace, prosperity and development for all people and further integration in Asia.
We need to increase effectiveness and relevance of the APA activities to current
developments and priorities of our region. All Member Parliaments are thus required to
undertake their fair share of activity and further contribution to the work of the Organization.
Such determination would have to be translated into action and function.
The principal vehicle through which the APA pursues its goals and objectives is its
resolutions. By adopting resolutions, on the basis of unanimity and consensus, the APA sets
priorities for further convergence among Asian nations. Through its resolutions, the APA
does exert certain influence on the process of policy-making in Asia. The significant
function of the APA Standing Committees stems from their critical role in identifying
priority subject matters, and drafting pertinent resolutions.

Text of speeches of the Heads of delegations presented to the Secretariat
Bahrain
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly
SC-political/Draft Res/2016/10
2 June 2016

Draft Resolution on
Building Prosperity in Asia
Through Friendship and Cooperation

We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly
Recalling relevant APA resolutions on Advancing the Principles of Friendship and
Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2015/01—11 December 2015); Resolution on Measures and
Methods of Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2014/01— 3 December 2014); Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and
Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2013/01-- 9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the
Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30
November 2010); Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the
Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008)
and Resolution on the Friendship Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November
2007); Text of the Declaration on Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia
(APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 2007);
Relying on deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy, politics, and civilization
which bind Asian nations together;
Recognizing the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, Parliaments, and
States as an indispensable asset which need to be further strengthened by all kinds of intergovernmental; inter-parliamentary as well as inter-national interaction and cooperation; ;
Deploring the current widespread war and violence in West Asia which undermine peace and
security and entail massive killing and indiscriminate targeting of innocent people;
Offering in Good Faith all our capacities and capabilities in parliamentary diplomacy for
mediation, reconciliation, and supporting dialogue with a view to promoting friendship and
cooperation and contribute to peaceful resolution of conflicts in Asia;
Emphasizing the fundamental role of democracy and human rights in the promotion of
friendship and cooperation in Asia and calling upon all Member Parliaments and their
respective Governments to ensure equal and non-discriminatory access of their citizens to
civil rights;
Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia
as a proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia;
Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific,
and commercial relations among all Asian States and further interaction among Asian
Parliaments and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration;
1. Urge collective and concentrated efforts by all Asian States whose parliaments
are APA Members to provide humanitarian assistance of all kinds to the
vulnerable people in war thrown countries;
2. Call Upon all Asian States to direct their diplomatic efforts at reducing
political tensions and utilize all ways and means within their power to avoid
the de-escalate controversies which are likely to undermine principles of
friendship and cooperation in Asia;

3. Urge Asian Parliaments to disseminate information about the APA Declaration on the
Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means including
parliamentary and state publications, parliamentary friendship groups, public
programs, etc.
4. Decide that every Member Parliament would motivate public and private media
networks, websites and the like at local and national levels to engage in promoting
and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of the
adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship
and Cooperation in Asia;
5. Encourage Asian academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers, universities
and educational schools, as well as professional associations throughout Asia to take
part in promoting and adhering to the tenets and guidelines enshrined in the APA
Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia,
6. Call upon all APA Member Parliaments to inform the APA Secretariat of measures
they have taken in promoting the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and
Cooperation in Asia
7. Request the Secretary-General to continue its consultations and coordination with the
APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and academic
institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining to
Friendship and Cooperation in Asia.

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

SC-political/Draft Res/2016/11
2 June 2016

Draft Resolution on
Asian Parliaments and Governments Together
for Prosperity in Asia

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA),
Recalling APA resolutions on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian
Governments (APA/Res/2015/02—11 December 2015); Engaging APA with Asian
Governments and Inter-Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments
and Governments: Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 --9
December 2013); Measures for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian
Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 November 2010) and resolution on Enhancing
Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary Assembly Member Parliaments and Their
Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions (APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008)
Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and
Governments of APA Member Parliaments;
Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations
on issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments;
1.

Urge all Member Parliaments to inform relevant high-ranking officials of their
respective governments of the great potentials, activities, and achievements
of the APA as the largest inter-parliamentary organization in Asia and
report thereon to the Secretariat for circulation;

2.

Decide to form APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates
from volunteer Member Parliaments under the supervision of the APA
Vice-President for Political Affairs, and in full coordination with the APA
Secretariat, to hold contacts and meetings with relevant inter-parliamentary
and inter-governmental organizations, with a view to converging points of
view and considering possible joint initiatives pertaining to regional and
global issues, including the creation of an Asian Parliament;

3.

Encourage Member Parliaments to seek the views of their respective
Governments on the subject of Asian Parliament and to contribute to the
work of the APA Special Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament
(SCCAP) by providing their points of views and analyses of the subject
matter;

4.

Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority
desirable topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer
training and best practices, and share them with other Parliaments through
the APA Secretariat, in order to organize training programs on exchanging
best practices and learning from each other;

5.

Request the Vice-President for Political Affairs to report to the Executive
Council and the Plenary Sessions on his/her activities pertaining to the
formation of working groups from interested Member Parliaments to focus
on the implementation of APA decisions on political affairs;

6.

Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and
communications with inter-governmental as well as inter-parliamentary
organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda
in order to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds
with a view to enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and
Governments and report thereon to the next session of the APA Standing
Committee on Political Affairs and the Executive Council.

SC-political/Draft Res/2016/12

Asian Parliamentary Assembly

2 June 2016

Resolution on
United Against Terrorism and Violent Extremism

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly,
Recalling APA Resolutions on Deploring Acts of Terrorism and Violent Extremism
(APA/Res/2015/03—11 December 2015); Denunciation of Terrorism and Violent
Extremism (APA/Res/2014/03—3 December 2014); Supporting Palestinian State and
Protecting the Rights of Palestinian People (APA/Res/2013/08—3 December 2013);
Comprehensive
Counter-Terrorism
and
Counter-Occupation
Strategies
(APA/Res/2010/07, 30 November, 2010); Supporting the Rights of Palestinian People
(APA/Res/2010/08-- 30 November 2010); Violations of International Humanitarian
Law in Palestine and the War Crimes Committed by the Zionist Regime in Gaza
(APA/Res/2009/02--10 December 2009); Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine in
Particular in the Gaza Strip (APA/Res/2008/08-- 29 November 2008);
Reaffirming APA commitment to the promotion of peace and security at regional and
global levels on the basis of justice and the rule of law;
Encouraging all Member Parliaments as well as governmental and non-governmental
organizations in Asia to generate public awareness of the dangers of intolerance and
sectarian violence and the importance of inter-cultural and inter-religious dialogue;
Condemning any and all kinds of support for, or advocacy of, national, racial or
religious hatred that would constitute incitement to terrorism, extremism,
discrimination, or sectarian violence;
Remaining concerned that terrorism and violent extremism continue to threaten peace
and security in many areas of Asia and are menace to social and economic
development of international community;
Deplore the acts of terrorism carried out by Daesh and Jabhat-al-Nosra against
innocent people in Iraq and Syria and hold certain Western states who originally
sponsored and supported these terrorist organizations accountable for undermining
regional peace and stability;
Warning that recurrent direct military operations by Israeli forces targeting residential
areas, schools, mosques, and hospitals in the Palestinian occupied territories have
endangered peace and security and caused gross violations of human rights
tantamount to war crimes and crimes against humanity which warrant making a case
before the United Nations Security Council and the International Criminal Court;
Recognizing that acts of “terrorism and horrorism” by Daesh, al-Qaeda, and their
offshoots and affiliates have no basis in the teachings of true Islam which is a Divine
peaceful religion, as there is no ground in the teachings of true Judaism justifying acts
of terror and atrocities by Israel and reject stereotyping of any religious, national, or
ethnic group as supporting terrorism;
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Acknowledging that atrocities committed by Daesh in Iraq and Syria and crimes
committed by Israeli regime in the occupied Palestinian territories have led to
disastrous humanitarian, economic, social and cultural consequences and continue to
undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the
region;
Considering foreign occupation as a violation of independence of the occupied
countries that constitutes a real threat to peace and international security thus
according the people under foreign occupation the right to resist occupation and
exercise self-determination in accordance with international law is not, in any way, an
act of terrorism;
1. Invite all parliaments and parliamentarians in the world to utilize all means
available to support regional and global efforts aimed at stopping acts of
violence and addressing conditions conducive to spread of terrorism and
violent extremism;
2. Call Upon all APA Member Parliaments to focus on improving capacity
building in their own respective countries, and collectively across Asia, for
combating terrorism and violent extremism;
3. Encourage Member Parliaments and their respective governments to
exchange their best practices in fighting terrorism and extremism including
through the promotion of interfaith dialogue;
4. Urge all Member Parliaments to harmonize their efforts in promulgating
counter-terrorism legislations in Asia with a view to facilitating more
effective cooperation among Asian governments in combating terrorism;
5. Identify Daesh; al-Qaeda; Jabhat-al-Nosrah; Taleban, Boko Haram; as
well as the Zionist regime, as terrorist and extremist entities who violate
international law; undermine territorial integrity of states of Iraq, Syria,
Afghanistan, Nigeria and Palestine; illegally occupy parts of their
respective territories; target civilian populations; directly and deliberately
attack public places like schools, hospitals and mosques; thus committing
war crimes and crimes against humanity;
6. Call Upon the international community to fulfill their pledges and promises
to rebuild infrastructure and rehabilitate people in Gaza which were
destroyed by Israeli forces and request the Government of Egypt to put
pressure on the occupying power to remove obstacles hindering the transfer
of essential needs for helping the people of Gaza;

7. Condemn all and any kind of support including political, financial,
military, logistical, commercial, technological assistance provided to Daesh
and Israeli regime through making oil-deals with them and purchasing
smuggled cultural items, as well as granting them financial aids and lethal
weapons;
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8. Call Upon the international community to stand united in the global fight
against terrorism and spare no efforts to combat all terrorist and extremist
entities who violate international law;
9. Decide to keep this item on its agenda and monitor the developments
related to atrocities by Daesh and Israeli regime in order to take all possible
measures to curb the effects and consequences of terrorism and extremism
in Iraq, Syria, and Palestine.
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Asian Parliamentary Assembly

SC-political/Draft Res/2016/13
2 June 2016

Draft Resolution on
Significant Political Developments in Asia

Inspired by the principles and values enshrined in the Charter of the APA;
Reaffirming its commitment to the promotion of freedom, democracy, peace and
security at regional and global levels;
Promoting, as an APA principal policy, the resort to political means and diplomatic
solutions, including parliamentary diplomacy, for resolving internal and international
conflicts, instead of violent and military course of actions;
Considering terrorism and violent extremism as serious common concerns for all
Member Parliaments, threatening the security and well-being of human societies;
Mindful of grave potential and actual ramifications of the critical situation in Ukraine
and the Crimea for regional and international stability, peace and security;
Being Concerned with the situation in Yemen, call for national and political solutions
to the crisis and warns against the escalation of tensions by terrorist groups like alQaeda which could swirl the country into chronic violence and instability;
1. Deplore massive destruction and indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians in
Syria and Iraq and urge the international community to help Syrian and Iraqi
peoples to confront the menace of terrorism;
2. Deplore deliberate destruction of archeological and cultural sites and museums,
by Daesh in Iraq and Syria; as well as unauthorized and illegal excavations under
Masjid al-Aqsa in al-Quds al-Sharif by Israeli regime;
3. Criticize Israel’s continuation of building settlements defying applicable
international law; disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinian People
including their right to resist and protest against foreign occupation of their lands;
and hampering international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in
the region;
4. Reject recent brutal violence against the Palestinian youth in the occupied
Palestinian territories and unlawful resolutions adopted by the Israeli Kennesit
such as Judaisation of the Jerusalem and the citizenship loyalty law, as well as
irresponsible statements made by Israel’s officials to the effect that they would
repudiate their obligations under international law and United Nations resolutions
by denying the State of Palestine and the rights of Palestinian People in the
occupied territories;
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5. Denounce recent excessive and unjustified use of force by Israeli military and
security forces against Palestinian civilians, particularly against children, women
and the youth;
6. Urge the governmental authorities as well as all civilian opposition fronts and
entities in Syria to expedite their engagement in constructive dialogue and mutual
compromise with a view to achieving political solutions to their disputes; putting
an end to internal armed conflicts; safeguarding independence, national
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Syria; and guaranteeing civil rights
and freedoms including fair and free elections;
7. Call Upon the governments of European Union, Russian Federation, and Ukraine
to de-escalate tensions in the region by seeking reconciliation and peaceful
solutions to the crisis through inclusive political negotiations and refraining from
all sorts of provocative actions with a view to alleviating tensions;
8. Call Upon all relevant parties to establish effective mechanisms to ensure peace
and stability in the Korean Peninsula, adhere to principles of international law
including the principle of peaceful settlement of disputes, and avoid any action
that might provoke tension and destabilize regional and international peace and
security;
9.

Support the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and E3/EU+3 (Germany, England, France/European Union+
United States, China, Russia) as endorsed by the United Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 and acknowledge the fulfillment of undertakings by the Islamic
Republic of Iran under the plan as verified by the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), and urge other parties to leave up to their commitments in
confirming the complete removal of all sanctions of the United Nations Security
Council, as well as multilateral and national sanctions related to Iran's nuclear
program and in upholding its rights under the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT);

10. Decide to offer APA Good Offices for peaceful settlement of disputes through
mediation; conciliation; and negotiation in Asia utilizing its unparalleled
capacities in parliamentary diplomacy, through its Troika-Plus mechanism or
otherwise, whenever requested by parties.
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